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wage or overtime pay requirements, or
both, when employed in agriculture or
in certain related activities or in cer-
tain operations with respect to agricul-
tural or horticultural commodities.

§ 780.1 General scope of the Act.
The Fair Labor Standards Act is a

Federal statute of general application
which establishes minimum wage,
overtime pay, equal pay, and child
labor requirements that apply as pro-
vided in the Act. These requirements
are applicable, except where exemp-
tions are provided, to employees in
those workweeks when they are en-
gaged in interstate or foreign com-
merce or in the production of goods for
such commerce or are employed in en-
terprises so engaged within the mean-
ing of definitions set forth in the Act.
Employers having such employees are
required to comply with the Act’s pro-
visions in this regard unless relieved
therefrom by some exemption in the
Act, and with specified recordkeeping
requirements contained in part 516 of
this chapter. The law authorizes the
Department of Labor to investigate for
compliance and, in the event of viola-
tions, to supervise the payment of un-
paid minimum wages or unpaid over-
time compensation owing to any em-
ployee. The law also provides for en-
forcement in the courts.

§ 780.2 Exemptions from Act’s require-
ments.

The Act provides a number of specific
exemptions from the general require-
ments described in § 780.1. Some are ex-
emptions from the overtime provisions
only. Others are from the child labor
provisions only. Several are exemp-
tions from both the minimum wage and
the overtime requirements of the Act.
Finally, there are some exemptions
from all three—minimum wage, over-
time pay, and child labor requirements.
An employer who claims an exemption
under the Act has the burden of show-
ing that it applies (Walling v. General
Industries Co., 330 U.S. 545; Mitchell v.
Kentucky Finance Co., 359 U.S. 290).
Conditions specified in the language of
the Act are ‘‘explicit prerequisites to
exemption’’ (Arnold v. Kanowsky, 361
U.S. 388). ‘‘The details with which the
exemptions in this Act have been made

preclude their enlargement by implica-
tion’’ and ‘‘no matter how broad the
exemption, it is meant to apply only
to’’ the specified activities (Addison v.
Holly Hill, 322 U.S. 607; Maneja v.
Waialua, 349 U.S. 254). Exemptions pro-
vided in the Act ‘‘are to be narrowly
construed against the employer seek-
ing to assert them’’ and their applica-
tion limited to those who come ‘‘plain-
ly and unmistakably within their
terms and spirit’’ (Phillips v. Walling,
334 U.S. 490; Mitchell v. Kentucky Fi-
nance Co., 359 U.S. 290; Arnold v.
Kanowsky, 361 U.S. 388).

§ 780.3 Exemptions discussed in this
part.

(a) The specific exemptions which the
Act provides for employment in agri-
culture and in certain operations more
or less closely connected with the agri-
cultural industry are discussed in this
part 780. These exemptions differ sub-
stantially in their terms, scope, and
methods of application. Each of them
is therefore separately considered in a
subpart of this part which, together
with this subpart A, constitutes the of-
ficial interpretative bulletin of the De-
partment of Labor with respect to that
exemption. Exemptions from minimum
wages and overtime pay and the sub-
parts in which they are considered in-
clude the section 13(a)(6) exemptions
for employees on small farms, family
members, local hand harvest laborers,
migrant hand harvest workers under
16, and range production employees dis-
cussed in subpart D of this part, and
the section 13(a)(14) exemption for agri-
cultural employees processing shade-
grown tobacco discussed in subpart F
of this part.

(b) Exemptions from the overtime
pay provisions and the subparts in
which these exemptions are discussed
include the section 13(b)(12) exemption
(agriculture and irrigation) discussed
in subpart E of this part, the section
13(b)(13) exemption (agriculture and
livestock auction operations) discussed
in subpart G of this part, the section
13(b)(14) exemption (country elevators)
discussed in subpart H of this part, the
section 13(b)(15) exemption (cotton gin-
ning and sugar processing) discussed in
subpart I of this part, and the section
13(b)(16) exemption (fruit and vegetable
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harvest transportation) discussed in
subpart J of this part.

(c) An exemption in section 13(d) of
the Act from the minimum wage, over-
time pay, and child labor provisions for
certain homeworkers making holly and
evergreen wreaths is discussed in sub-
part K of this part.

§ 780.4 Matters not discussed in this
part.

The application of provisions of the
Fair Labor Standards Act other than
the exemptions referred to in § 780.3 is
not considered in this part 780. Inter-
pretative bulletins published elsewhere
in the Code of Federal Regulations deal
with such subjects as the general cov-
erage of the Act (part 776 of this chap-
ter) and of the child labor provisions
(subpart G of part 1500 of this title
which includes a discussion of the ex-
emption for children employed in agri-
culture outside of school hours), par-
tial overtime exemptions provided for
industries of a seasonal nature under
sections 7(c) and 7(d) (part 526 of this
chapter) and for industries with
marked seasonal peaks of operations
under section 7(d) (part 526 of this
chapter), methods of payment of wages
(part 531 of this chapter), computation
and payment of overtime compensation
(part 778 of this chapter), and hours
worked (part 785 of this chapter). Regu-
lations on recordkeeping are contained
in part 516 of this chapter and regula-
tions defining exempt administrative,
executive, and professional employees,
and outside salesmen are contained in
part 541 of this chapter. Regulations
and interpretations on other subjects
concerned with the application of the
Act are listed in the table of contents
to this chapter. Copies of any of these
documents may be obtained from any
office of the Wage and Hour Division.

§ 780.5 Significance of official interpre-
tations.

The regulations in this part contain
the official interpretations of the De-
partment of Labor with respect to the
application under described cir-
cumstances of the provisions of law
which they discuss. These interpreta-
tions indicate the construction of the
law which the Secretary of Labor and
the Administrator believe to be correct

and which will guide them in the per-
formance of their duties under the Act
unless and until they are otherwise di-
rected by authoritative decisions of the
courts or conclude, upon reex-
amination of an interpretation, that it
is incorrect.

§ 780.6 Basic support for interpreta-
tions.

The ultimate decisions on interpreta-
tions of the Act are made by the courts
(Mitchell v. Zachry, 362 U.S. 310;
Kirschbaum v. Walling, 316 U.S. 517).
Court decisions supporting interpreta-
tions contained in this bulletin are
cited where it is believed they may be
helpful. On matters which have not
been determined by the courts, it is
necessary for the Secretary of Labor
and the Administrator to reach conclu-
sions as to the meaning and the appli-
cation of provisions of the law in order
to carry out their responsibilities of
administration and enforcement
(Skidmore v. Swift, 323 U.S. 134). In order
that these positions may be made
known to persons who may be affected
by them, official interpretations are
issued by the Administrator on the ad-
vice of the Solicitor of Labor, as au-
thorized by the Secretary (Reorg. Pl. 6
of 1950, 64 Stat. 1263; Gen. Ord. 45A,
May 24, 1950; 15 FR 3290; Secretary’s
Order 13–71, May 4, 1971, FR; Sec-
retary’s Order 15–71, May 4, 1971, FR).
Interpretative rules under the Act as
amended in 1966 are also authorized by
section 602 of the Fair Labor Standards
Amendments of 1966 (80 Stat. 830),
which provides: ‘‘On and after the date
of the enactment of this Act the Sec-
retary is authorized to promulgate nec-
essary rules, regulations, or orders
with regard to the amendments made
by this Act.’’ As included in the regula-
tions in this part, these interpretations
are believed to express the intent of
the law as reflected in its provisions
and as construed by the courts and evi-
denced by its legislative history. Ref-
erences to pertinent legislative history
are made in this bulletin where it ap-
pears that they will contribute to a
better understanding of the interpreta-
tions.
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